Sequential high-dose methotrexate, 5-fluorouracil, and doxorubicin for treatment of advanced pancreatic cancer.
A phase II trial of sequential high-dose methotrexate, 1500 mg/m2, and 5-fluorouracil, 1500 mg/m2 intravenously on day 1, plus doxorubicin, 30 mg/m2 i.v. on day 14, has been undertaken in patients with locally advanced or metastatic adenocarcinoma of the pancreas. Of 25 evaluable patients there were 1 complete response and 3 partial responses for an overall response rate of 16% (95% confidence interval 5%-36%). The median survival of all patients was 6.7 months (range 1-17 months). There was one treatment-related death due to pancytopenia and sepsis. In all other patients therapy was generally well-tolerated. We conclude that this combination protocol has only modest activity in the treatment of advanced pancreatic cancer.